
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hilton Chicago/Magnificent Mile Suites 
198 East Delaware Place 

Chicago, IL 
 

Thank You to our Agenda Sponsor: 
 
 

 

*All in-house counsel and insurance professionals receive complimentary registration. 

www.perrinconferences.com 

Conference Chairs: 
 

Stephen M. Mahieu, Esq., Senior Counsel, Litigation, The Kraft Heinz Company, Chicago, IL 

Jan E. Simonsen, Esq., Equity Partner, Carr Maloney P.C., Washington, D.C. 

Gabriel S. Slominski, Esq., Assistant Vice President, Surplus & Specialty Lines, Crum & Forster, Chicago, IL 
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Food & Beverage Litigation Conference:  
A Look at Hospitality, Liquor & Food Liability 
 
Thursday, October 17, 2019 
(Chicago, IL) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
                  
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Thursday, October 17, 2019 
 
7:30 AM: Registration and Breakfast (Lakeshore Ballroom – 3rd Floor) 
 
8:15 AM: Welcome and Opening Remarks 
 
Stephen M. Mahieu, Senior Counsel, Litigation, The Kraft Heinz Company, Chicago, IL 
Jan E. Simonsen, Esq., Equity Partner, Carr Maloney P.C., Washington, D.C. 
Gabriel S. Slominski, Esq., Assistant Vice President, Surplus & Specialty Lines, Crum & Forster, Chicago, IL  
 
8:30 AM: Recent & Future Trends in the Food & Beverage Industry 
 

• Food safety regulations and how it affects all parties 
• Consumers seeking more information about the food they consume 
• Constant rise in consumption of organic foods 

Moderator: Jan E. Simonsen, Esq., Equity Partner, Carr Maloney P.C., Washington, D.C. 
Jaime Careathers, Senior Counsel, Maron Marvel Bradley Anderson & Tardy LLC, Chicago, IL 
R Delacy Peters Jr., Esq., Chair-Food & Beverage Practice, Segal McCambridge Singer & Mahoney, Ltd., 
Chicago, IL 
Carrie F. Ricci, Associate General Counsel, Marketing Regulatory and Food Safety Programs, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 
 
9:15 AM: Farm to Table Challenges 
 

• Challenges in insurance underwriting/evaluating the risk 
• Hurdles with regulatory issues, contamination and the litigation perspective 
• Logistical challenges to the table faced from cultivating botanicals and raising poultry  

Moderator:  Megan Champine, Manager, AgriBusiness Claims, Crum & Forster, Southfield, MI 
Tim M. Agajanian, Esq., Partner, Ropers, Majeski, Kohn & Bentley, Los Angeles, CA 
Ashley Bunge, Executive Underwriter AgriBusiness, Crum & Forster, Des Moines, IA 
Robert L. Guenther, Senior Vice President, Public Policy, United Fresh Produce Association, Washington, 
D.C. 
 
10:00 AM: Proposition 65: Best Practices for Implementing the Food & Beverage Safe Harbor 
Warnings 
 
Jeffrey A. Keithline, Esq., Partner, Keller and Heckman LLP, Washington, D.C. 
Amy P. Lally, Esq., Partner, Sidley Austin LLP, Los Angeles, CA 
 
10:30 AM: Break (Lakeshore Ballroom Foyer) 
Sponsored by: RHP Risk Management Inc. 
 
10:45 AM: Class Action Litigation Developments 
 
Steven P. Blonder, Esq., Principal, Much Shelist, P.C., Chicago, IL 
Jennifer Elmer, Senior Counsel – Americas, Barilla America, Inc., Chicago, IL 
Chantale Fiebig, Esq., Partner, Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP, Washington, D.C. 
Steven A. Hart, Esq., Hart McLaughlin & Eldridge, Chicago, IL 



 

 
11:30 AM: Recent & Future Trends in the Hospitality Industry 
 
Moderator: Brian D. Gross, Esq., MG+M The Law Firm, Boston, MA 
Kathleen G. Fuell, Esq., Regional Liability Adjuster, Major Case Unit Claims, The Hanover Insurance Group, 
Worcester, MA 
Michael L. Martinez, Senior Vice President and Associate General Counsel, Dispute Resolution, Marriott 
International, Inc., Bethesda, MD  
 
12:00 PM: Lunch (on your own) 
 
1:15 PM: Proactive Approach to Human Resource Issues in the Food & Beverage Industry 
 
Punam Kaji, Assistant General Counsel – Employment & Litigation, Ben E. Keith Company, Fort Worth, TX 
Samera Syeda Ludwig, Esq., Partner, Lowis & Gellen LLP, Chicago, IL 
Thomas L. McCally, Esq., Equity Partner, Carr Maloney P.C., Washington, D.C. 
Diane Sanford, PHR, SHRM-CP, Chief People Officer, On the Border Mexican Restaurants, Dallas, TX 
 
2:00 PM: Update on Dram Shop and Liquor Liability 
 
Moderator: Gabriel S. Slominski, Esq., Assistant Vice President, Surplus & Specialty Lines, Crum & Forster, 
Chicago, IL  
Christopher Ballantyne, CPCU, SCLA, ARM, Chief Claims Officer, McNeil & Company Inc., Cortland, NY 
Craig J. Compoli, Jr., Esq., Partner, O’Toole Scrivo, Cedar Grove, NJ 
Jacob Felderman, Esq., Partner, Tyson & Mendes, Denver, CO 
 
2:45 PM: Break (Lakeshore Ballroom Foyer) 
 
3:00 PM: The In-House Counsel Perspectives 
 
Moderator: Stephen M. Mahieu, Senior Counsel, Litigation, The Kraft Heinz Company, Chicago, IL 
Douglas Besman, Esq., Senior Counsel, Head of Litigation, Nestlé USA, Inc., Solon, OH 
Kenneth Odza, Corporate Counsel, Food Safety, Kellogg Company, Portage, MI 
Melissa S. Sellers, Senior Director & Chief Counsel, Supply Chain and International, The Hershey Company, 
Hershey, PA 
Shayon T. Smith, Assistant General Counsel - Global Litigation, The Hershey Company, Hershey, PA 
 
4:00 PM: The Ethical Issues with the Growing Trend of CBD and Marijuana Related Products in 
the F&B Industry 
 

• Ethical challenges from growing to dispensing 
• Are you in compliance with federal law but not state law? 
• The insurance and legal risks 

Kay Barnes Baxter, Esq., Managing Partner, Foley & Mansfield, New Orleans, LA 
James DiGiulio, Esq., Partner, O’Toole Scrivo, Cedar Grove, NJ 
Jason Lang, CIH, Manager, RHP Risk Management Inc., Chicago, IL 
Cicely Simpson, President & CEO, Summit Public Affairs, LLC, Washington, D.C. 
 
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM: Networking Cocktail Reception (Lakeshore Ballroom Foyer) 
Sponsored by: Carr Maloney P.C. 
 



 

 
 
*Speakers & Agenda are subject to change.                                                                                                                          
 
.                                                                                                                          
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THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS & SPONSORS:  
 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
PERRIN CONFERENCES  

Food & Beverage Litigation Conference: A Look at Hospitality, Liquor & Food Liability 
 
Hilton Chicago/Magnificent Mile Suites 
198 East Delaware Place 
Chicago, IL 60611 
 
Conference Details and Information: 

REGISTRATION  



 

Registration Cost: $895  

All in-house counsel and qualified insurance professionals receive complimentary registration at 
Perrin Conferences live programs.  

Contact Bethany Corio (bcorio@perrinconferences.com) 610-220-1817 or Lynnsey Perrin 
(lperrin@perrinconferences.com) 610-804-6165 to register at the complimentary rate.  

Register Online:  

https://www.perrinconferences.com/conferences/food-beverage-litigation-conference-a-look-at-
hospitality-liquor-and-food-liability-2/ 

Register by Mail:  

Complete the Mail-In Registration Form at the end of brochure.  

Mail to: Perrin Conferences, 214 Orchard Way, Wayne, PA 19087  

Scan & Email Form to: bcorio@perrinconferences.com or lperrin@perrinconferences.com  

Register by Email or Phone:  

Bethany Corio 610-220-1817 bcorio@perrinconferences.com Lynnsey Perrin 610-804-6165 
lperrin@perrinconferences.com  

Each registration includes private website access to course materials and admission to all networking 
events including both cocktail receptions. Group discounts available, please inquire.  

HOTEL ROOM BLOCK  

Hilton Chicago/Magnificent Mile Suites 

198 East Delaware Place, Chicago, IL 

Perrin Conferences has reserved a room block for conference speakers and attendees. To reserve a 
room at our discounted group rate, please call Hilton Chicago reservations department at 312-664-
1100 and reference Perrin Conferences. The discounted group rate is $249 per night. Reservations 
must be made prior to Wednesday, October 2, 2019. 

CLE CREDIT INFORMATION  

Applications are being made to all CLE states as requested by attendees. Please contact Shannon 
Xarhoulakos (sxarhoulakos@perrinconferences.com) with questions regarding approved states for 
CLE Credit.  

*Perrin Conferences is expecting approval for up to 6.5-7.8 CLE credits. Perrin files for CLE approval 
for all requested states prior to the conference with materials provided, and therefore cannot 
guarantee accreditation by each jurisdiction's governing body.  



 

 

CANCELLATION POLICY  

If you cannot attend the conference, please notify us prior to October 3, 2019 and we will refund your 
fee. Cancellations received after this date and no-shows are subject to a $200 administrative fee. You 
may enroll a substitute at any time before the course starts.  

FINANCIAL AID POLICY  

Perrin Conferences is dedicated to providing high-quality continuing legal education to attorneys 
interested in course offerings. Program registrants who are unable to afford registration fees due to 
financial hardship may apply for a complete registration waiver or reduction in fee. Factors to be 
considered include employment status and annual income. Please send a written letter to Lynnsey 
Perrin addressing your financial situation for consideration. All requests must be submitted 14 days 
prior to the start of the program and are kept confidential.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Perrin Conferences 
Food & Beverage Litigation Conference: A Look at Hospitality, Liquor & Food Liability 

Thursday, October 17, 2019 
Hilton Chicago/Magnificent Mile Suites 

 

Mail-in Registration Form 

 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________  

Company/Firm Name __________________________________________________________________  

Address ______________________________________________________________________________  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 City _________________________________________________________________________________  

State ___________________________________ Zip Code ___________________________________  

Telephone _________________________________________ 

Email Address ________________________________________________________________________  

CIRCLE ONE:    Attorney         Insurance Professional     In-House Counsel         Other 

Registration Fee: $895 

(*All Qualified Insurance Professionals & In-House Counsel receive Complimentary attendance)  

Credit Card Number ___________________________________________________________  

Expiration Date ________________________________ Credit Card Code ______________  

 

Please Mail Form to: Perrin Conferences, Attn: Lynnsey Perrin, 214 Orchard Way, Wayne, PA 19087 
Make Checks Payable to: Perrin Conferences, LLC 
Or Scan & Email Form to: bcorio@perrinconferences.com or lperrin@perrinconferences.com  


