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STATISTICS ON FILINGS

Number of Filings

Asbestos and Talc Filings Per Year
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Talc Filings Continue To Rise

While the total number of asbestos-related lawsuits being

filed has remained relatively steady, the total number of suits
alleging exposure to asbestos via talc-containing products has

continued to rise.
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Talc Filings Are An Increasing
Percentage of Asbestos Litigation

The percentage of cases alleging talc related exposure to asbestos has

increased year over year, with a 31.6% increase from 2021 to 2022, a 40.3%
increase from 2022 to 2023, and a 17.9% increase from 2023 to 2024.



WHERE CASES ARE BEING FILED {cC
A

St. Clair
County, IL
3%

2022 FILINGS

Los Angeles,
CA
19%

oL 2023 FILINGS

3%

Los Angeles,
CA
16%

Madison Middlesex
County, IL , NJ

41% 16%

Madison
County, IL
45%

Middlesex
, NJ
17%

New York,

2%;, Jurisdiction % Change
2023-2024

New York,
NY
20%

2024 FILINGS

St. Clair

Top 5 Jurisdictions |tesangets Bl Madison County,  29.7% 1
_ 12% IL
Th? t?p _flve Middlesex New York, NY 20.0% 1
jurisdictions make . NJ Cl\/ladiso?L
% ounty, i -
up 67% of all talc e A Middlesex, NJ 4.5% |
cases filed in 2024. Los Angeles, CA -7.5% |
eV St. Clair County,  261.5% 1
19% IL



WHAT FIRMS ARE FILING {cC
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The Percentage of Filings Including Talc
Allegations Has Also Increased

The above graph shows the percentage of cases filed that included talc

Talc Filings Continue To Rise From
Firm to Firm

Using the data on the top 5 firms with the most frequent talc filings,

we have seen increases in filings almost across the board, year after allegations in 2020 compared to 2024 for the top five plaintiff firms filing

year since 2022 these lawsuits in 2024.



TALC DEFENDANTS ARE BEING NAMED

TOTAL NAMINGS OF TOP 25 TALC DEFENDANT COMPANIES
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Talc Filings Against the Largest Talc
Only Defendants

The top 25 defendants facing talc-related claims without any

traditional asbestos liabilities were identified to determine the
number of filings against such entities each year.

2023
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COSMETIC TALC IN THE LITIGATION er
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The Percentage of Filings Including Talc
and Cosmetic Talc Has Also Increased

The above graph shows the percentage of cases filed that included talc

Talc Filings Generally and Cosmetic
Talc Filings Continue To Grow

Cosmetic talc filings, a lawsuit naming five or more of the top 20

cosmetic talc defendants, have been steadily on the rise over the allegations in 2020 compared to 2024 for the top five plaintiff firms filing

past five years these lawsuits in 2024.



MAIN CONCLUSIONS FROM THE DATA

>Asbestos-related filings, in particular mesothelioma filings, have

plateaued.

>There has been a consolidation on the number of firms filings
cases and the jurisdictions they are filing in.

>There has been an increase in both the number of talc-related
filings and the number of talc-related defendants being named in

the litigation.
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National Talc Verdicts
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National Talc Verdicts - Meso B Cheek & Stuemke
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National Talc Verdicts - Pericardial Meso
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Mass Tort Claims with Contested Causation

A key element in proving a mass tort claim is general causation
- e.g., does talc cause mesothelioma? Do PFAS cause cancer?

In many mass torts causation is contested
- Thousands of claims can be filed
- Resulting in large settlements, verdicts and bankruptcies

Forecasting future claims necessary even when causation is contested
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-
Standard Methods p
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Standard Methods With Contested Causation pJ

Standard methods can be based on the background rate of disease
- background rate = probability of disease in general population

Intuition
Ability to meet pleading standard requires diagnosis & proof of exposure
Ability to prove general causation not needed to file
Future filings drawn from exposed people that would develop disease anyway due to
background sources
- Increased risk assumed to scale with background rate
- Background rate captures effects of age and demographics




Case Study: WCD Bankruptcy - Talc

Talc distributor in Chapter 11 bankruptcy

Liabilities included mesothelioma claims linked to talc exposure
Dispute on whether talc contains sufficient asbestos to cause mesothelioma
Developed forecasting model

Exposed population: WCD historical talc sales data + US talc use patterns
Forecast: background rate of mesothelioma and natural mortality



Conclusion

Tort claims litigated even with equivocal causation
Future claims can be reliably forecasted with standard methods
Method can be applied broadly

- Exposure other than asbestos (e.g., PFAS)

- Disease other than mesothelioma (e.g., other types of cancers)

- Background rates publicly available from CDC

Forecasts critical to liability management (Chapter 11, solvency tests)



THANK YOU
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