


Picking a Jury

Federal versus 
State Court



Methodology / Ideal 
Jurors



Motions in Limine
Foundational Framework and Pertinent Issues 



Strategic Approach
Proactive versus Reactive 



Commonly 
Challenged 
Categories of 
Evidence

• Excluding Evidence of:
o Financial Condition and Net Worth

oOnline Reviews

o Social Media and Internet Commentary

oCriminal History of Third Parties

o Evidence of Unrelated Criminal Activity at the 
Hotel

oOther lawsuits, complaints, or settlements

o Expert testimony on trafficking “red flags”

o Inflammatory language and imagery

oCorporate policies and training evidence



Excluding Evidence of Financial Condition and Net Worth

Defense Strategy on Financial Evidence
Defendants seek to exclude financial evidence to prevent 
jury bias related to perceived ability to pay damages.

Relevance vs. Prejudice
Courts weigh the minimal probative value of financial 
data against risks of unfair prejudice and jury bias under 
Rule 403.

Timing of Financial Evidence
Courts often defer or bifurcate financial evidence 
presentation until after liability determination to avoid 
jury confusion.

Corporate Complexity Concerns
Introducing financial data for franchisors or parent 
companies may confuse juries about corporate 
separateness and control.

Cases: State Farm v. Campbell; A.B. v. Marriott Int’l (E.D. Pa.)



Motions in Limine

• Excluding Evidence of:
• F.R.E. 412 (Rape Shield)
• Other acts of CSE
• Intimate Images or Advertising or Social Media
• Lack of Criminal Charges or Conviction
• Criminal History (of Plaintiffs or other 

witnesses)
• “Secondary Exploitation”

• Introducing Evidence of:
• Prior Bad Acts / System Failures

• Individuals and Premises
• Subsequent Remedial Measures



Damages Evidence and 
Punitive Claims

Scope of Damages Evidence

Motions in limine address emotional distress, future damages, 

and punitive damages evidence scope and presentation in 

trials.

Foundation for Future Damages

Courts require plaintiffs to establish proper foundation for 

future damages and limit repetitive emotional harm 

testimonies.

Punitive Damages Exclusion

Defendants often seek exclusion of punitive damages 

evidence without proof of willful or reckless conduct.

Impact on Trial Dynamics

Pretrial rulings on damages shape trial proceedings and 

settlement strategies by controlling evidence admissibility.

Multiple Lawsuits



Damages and IMEs

Defense IMEs

Precluding travel

Precluding exams



Damages
Who to sue? Joint and 
Several Liability

Neurobiology

Life care planning
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