
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Perrin Conferences - Artificial Stone and Silica Litigation Conference 
April 28, 2026 
JW Marriott, Los Angeles, CA 
 

 

8:15am – 9:00am – Registration 
 
9:00am – 9:15am – Opening Remarks by Co-Chairs 
 
Jennifer Cormier, Esq., MG+M The Law Firm, San Francisco, CA 
James Nevin, Esq., Brayton Purcell LLP, San Francisco, CA 
 
 
9:15am – 10:00am – Status of the Artificial Stone Litigation in California 
 

• Filing Trends and Emerging Jurisdictions 

• What to expect in 2026 and beyond 

• Overview of Plaintiff/Disease 

• Overview of Defendants/Manufacturers, Suppliers, RPE and Equipment 

• Legislative update 

Geoff Davis., Esq., CMBG3, Pasadena, CA 
Kevin M. Loew, Esq., Waters Kraus Paul & Siegel, Los Angeles, CA 
James Nevin, Esq., Brayton Purcell LLP, San Francisco, CA 
Jana M. Simmons, Esq., Ropers Majeski, Los Angeles, CA 
 
 
10:00am – 10:45am – CA – JCCP Coordination 
 

• General Orders 

• Preferential Trial Setting Committee 

• Impact on Consolidation of Cases for Trial 
 

Hon. Elihu Berle, Los Angeles County Superior Court, Los Angeles, CA 
Raphael Metzger, Esq., Metzger Law Group, Long Beach, CA 
Jason Rose, Esq., Brayton Purcell LLP, San Francisco, CA 
 
 
10:45am – 11:00am – Break 
 
11:00am – 11:30am – Bankruptcy Update 
 
Kevin M. Davis, Esq., Caplin & Drysdale, Washington, DC 
James Nevin, Esq., Brayton Purcell LLP, San Francisco, CA 
 



 
11:30am – 12:15pm – KEYNOTE – H.R.5437 
 
David Michaels, M.P.H., Ph.D., Epidemiologist, George Washington University, 
Washington DC 
 
 
12:15pm – 1:45pm – Lunch (on your own) 
 
1:45pm – 2:45pm – Medical Overview 
 

• Complex vs. Simple silicosis 

• Other Diseases 

• Current Status of the Epidemic 

• CDPH Data 

Moderator: James Nevin, Esq., Brayton Purcell LLP, San Francisco, CA 
Jane C. Fazio, M.D., Ph.D., Department of Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine, 
UCLA Health, Los Angeles, CA 
Andrew McClintock Greenberg, M.D., Ph.D., Department of Pulmonary and Critical 
Care and Sleep Medicine, Oakland, CA 
Allison Persing CIH, CSP, RHP Risk Management, Chicago, IL 
 
 
2:45pm – 3:30pm – OSHA Compliance 
 

• OSHA 

• Cal-OSHA  

• Employer Liability 
 

Moderator: James Nevin, Esq., Brayton Purcell LLP, San Francisco, CA 
Ari Vourakis, The Alpha Consulting Group, Los Angeles, CA 
Pablo Sanchez Soria, Ph.D., CIH, Principal Toxicologist, Director of Health Sciences, 
CTEH, Little Rock, AR 
Khaled Taqi-Eddin, Esq., Womble Bond Dickinson, San Francsico, CA 
 
 
3:30pm – 3:45pm – Break 
 
3:45pm – 4:45pm – Insurance Coverage Issues 
 

• Silica Exclusions 

• Pollution Claims 

• Duty to Defend 

• Historical research as a recovery strategy and evidentiary requirements 



Moderator: David R. Scheidemantle, Esq., Scheidemantle Law Group, Pasadena, CA 
Sharon A. Huerta, Esq., Fennemore, San Diego, CA 
Richard A. Janisch, Founder/Principal, Arcina Risk Group LLC, Pasadena, CA 
Amanda Webber, Senior Claims Technical Director, Allianz Reinsurance America, Inc., 
Petaluma, CA 
 
 
4:45pm – 5:30pm – National Trial Update  
 

• Recent Verdicts/Lessons Learned 

• Causes of Action 

• Affirmative Defense 

• Trial strategies 

Moderator: Jennifer Cormier, Esq., MG+M The Law Firm, San Francisco, CA 
Kevin Conway, Esq., Cooney & Conway, Chicago, IL 
James Nevin, Esq., Brayton Purcell LLP, San Francisco, CA 
 
 

5:30 PM – 6:30 PM – Networking Cocktail Reception  
 
 
 
 
Perrin Conferences - Artificial Stone and Silica Litigation Conference 
April 28, 2026 
JW Marriott, Los Angeles, CA 
 
*Speaker and Agenda are subject to change. 
 
CONFERENCE LOCATION  
 
JW Marriott Los Angeles 
900 W. Olympic Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90015 
 
 
REGISTRATION  
 
Registration Rate: $895 
Paralegal Rate: $295 
 
All in-house counsel and insurance claims professionals receive complimentary 
registration at Perrin Conferences live programs. 



Contact Bethany Corio (bcorio@perrinconferences.com) 610-220-1817 or Lynnsey 
Perrin (lperrin@perrinconferences.com) 610-804-6165 with questions or to register at 
the complimentary rate. 
 
Register Online: Artificial Stone Silicosis Litigation Conference | Perrin Conferences 
 
Register by Mail/E-mail: Complete the Mail-In Registration Form at the end of 
brochure. 
 
Mail to: Perrin Conferences, 214 Orchard Way, Wayne, PA  19087 
Each registration includes private website access to course materials and admission 
to all sessions and networking events such as refreshment breaks and cocktail 
receptions.  Group discounts available, please inquire. 
 
 
HOTEL ROOM BLOCK 
 
JW Marriott Los Angeles 
900 W. Olympic Blvd.  
Los Angeles, CA 90015 
 
There is a group rate at the JW Marriott Los Angeles for conference attendees and 
speakers. The rate is $409 per night plus taxes and fees. 
 
Book your room 
 
 
CLE CREDIT INFORMATION  
 
CLE applications are being made to all states as requested by attendees. 
This conference is pending approval for CE Adjuster Credit in Florida and Texas. 
Please note, there will be no partial credit awarded for CE credit – the full conference 
must be attended to earn credit. To receive full CE Adjuster Credit, license numbers 
need to be submitted to Perrin Conferences no later than 7 days post conference. 
Any submissions after 7 days may not be approved for full credit. 
 
Please contact Kelsey Minerd with questions regarding approved states for CLE/CE 
Adjuster Credit. Perrin cannot guarantee accreditation in every state. Approval is 
determined by each jurisdiction's governing body. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.perrinconferences.com/conferences/silica26/
https://book.passkey.com/go/PerrinSilicaConference
mailto:kaminerd@perrinconferences.com


CANCELLATION POLICY 
 
If you cannot attend the conference, please notify us prior to April 14, 2026 and we 
will refund your fee, less a $25 administrative fee, or provide a credit for a future 
conference. The credit needs to be used within one year from the conference date. 
 
Cancellations received on April 15, 2026 and after will not be refunded. You may 
enroll a substitute at any time before the conference starts. Cancellations received on 
April 15, 2026 and after may receive a credit for $200 less than the registration 
amount paid and can be used by their firm/company within one year from the 
conference date. 
 
 
FINANCIAL AID POLICY  
 
Perrin Conferences is dedicated to providing high-quality continuing legal education 
to attorneys interested in course offerings. Program registrants who are unable to 
afford registration fees due to financial hardship may apply for a complete registration 
waiver or reduction in fee. Factors to be considered include employment status and 
annual income.  Please send a written letter to Lynnsey Perrin addressing your 
financial situation for consideration. All requests must be submitted 14 days prior to 
the start of the program and are kept confidential. 
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Perrin Conferences 

Artificial Stone Silicosis Litigation Conference 

April 28, 2026, Los Angeles, CA 

Mail-in Registration Form 

 
 

Attendee Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Company/Firm Name _______________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

   ____________________________________________________________________________ 

City ________________________________________________________________________________ 

State ____________________________    Zip Code ________________________________________ 

Email Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

CIRCLE ONE:      Attorney      Non-Attorney      Insurance Professional  In-House Counsel  

Registration Fee: $895 

Paralegal Fee: $295 

*All Insurance Professionals & In-House Counsel receive Complimentary attendance 

Name on Card ______________________________________________________________________ 

Credit Card Number __________________________________________________________________ 

Expiration Date _____________________         Code _________________       Zip ______________ 

Please Mail Form to: Perrin Conferences, 214 Orchard Way, Wayne, PA  19087 

Email Form to: bcorio@perrinconferences.com or lperrin@perrinconferences.com 

Make Checks Payable to: Perrin Conferences, LLC 

 

mailto:bcorio@perrinconferences.com
mailto:bcorio@perrinconferences.com

