
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Perrin Women in Insurance & the Law Conference 
Thursday, October 8, 2026 (New York, NY) 
 
8:15 AM - 9:00 AM – Registration and Coffee (Reception Area- 2nd Floor) 
 
9:00 AM - 9:15 AM – Welcome and Opening Remarks (Meeting Hall- 2nd Floor) 
 
Anna M. Kohut, Esq., Goldberg Segalla, St. Louis, MO 
Flavia Pemberton, Chief Claims Officer, Everspan, New York, NY 
Megan Slominski, Director, Commercial Claims, Crum & Forster, Southfield, MI 
 

9:15 AM – 10:15 AM – Gender Dynamics in High-Stakes Litigation & Claims 

Handling 

• Jury perception and credibility in litigation and claims environments 

• Managing difficult counsel, clients, and stakeholders 

• Navigating bias and gendered expectations in high-stakes work 

• Effective advocacy and decision-making under pressure 
 
Dawn F. Konigsberg, Esq. Assistant Vice President, Professional Lines and Specialty 
Severity, Hiscox USA, New York, NY 
Caren Ries, VP, Deputy General Counsel, Champion Home Builders, Troy, MI 
Svjetlana Tesic, Counsel, Special Matters & Central Strategy, Uber, New York, NY 
Sofya Uvaydov, Esq., Kahana Feld, New York, NY 

10:15 AM – 11:15 AM – Perspectives from Leadership: Culture, Communication & 

Influence 

• Lessons learned on building and sustaining strong teams and cultures in legal 
and insurance environments 

• Communication, conflict, and decision-making in high-pressure professional 
settings 

• How leadership style and presence shape influence, credibility, and workplace 
culture 

 
Amaryah Bocchino, Esq., MG+M The Law Firm, Wilmington, DE 
Michelle Klein, SVP - Chief Claims Officer, Berkley Professional Liability, New York, 
NY 
Theresa R. Shea, EVP, Chief Legal Officer & Corporate Secretary, Utz Quality Foods, 
LLC, Chicago, IL 
 
11:15 AM – 11:30 AM – Break 



11:30 AM – 12:30 PM – AI, Ethics, Innovation & the Future of Legal and Claims 

Work 

• How firms and insurers are using AI in real legal and claims workflows today 
• Ethical considerations, risk management, and responsible AI adoption 
• AI’s impact on drafting, analysis, discovery, and decision-making 
• Building confidence and reducing friction in AI adoption 

 
Virgina Chavez Romano, Deputy General Counsel and US General Counsel, Havas, 
New York, NY 
Erica Dew Crowl, Executive Director, Alan Gray, Indianapolis, IN 
 
Additional speakers to be added 

 
12:30 PM – 1:45 PM – Lunch (On Your Own) 
 
1:45 PM – 2:45 PM – Rapid Connections Session  

• Short-form, face-to-face networking 

• Engage with senior leaders across law, insurance, and industry 

• Share insights, ask questions, and explore collaboration opportunities 

• Rotate through facilitated roundtable discussions 
 
Session Hosts: 

Michelle Klein, SVP - Chief Claims Officer, Berkley Professional Liability, New York, 
NY 
Anna M. Kohut, Esq., Goldberg Segalla, St. Louis, MO 
Kim Moody, VP, Claims, Golden Bear Insurance Company, Stockton, CA 
Flavia Pemberton, Chief Claims Officer, Everspan, New York, NY 
Caren Ries, VP, Deputy General Counsel, Champion Home Builders, Troy, MI 
Megan Slominski, Director, Commercial Claims, Crum & Forster, Southfield, MI 

Additional hosts to be added 
 
2:45 PM – 3:45 PM – What Claims Leaders Actually Want: Building a Decision-
Ready File 
 

• A master class on all perspectives of how to best handle a file and how they 
relate to assisting one another 

• Ethical issues 
 
Christine D. Calareso, Esq., The Cook Legal Group, Foothills Ranch, CA 
Daisy Khambatta, Esq., Kennedys, Austin, TX 
Kim Moody, VP, Claims, Golden Bear Insurance Company, Stockton, CA 
Victoria Rodio, Claims Manager – Environmental Claims, Beazley Insurance Services, 
New York, NY 



Jessica Zimmerman, Claims Manager, Professional Liability Claims, Arch Insurance 
Group Inc., Garden City, NY 

 
3:45 PM – 4:00 PM – Break 
 
4:00 PM - 5:00 PM –Emerging Leaders & the Unwritten Rules of Advancement 
 

• How advancement pathways are evolving in law and insurance 

• Retention and engagement challenges in the talent pipeline 
 
Cara Hansen, AVO, Litigation and Coverage Counsel, Enstar Group, New York, NY 
Christina M. Heischmidt, Esq., Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP, 
McLean, VA 
Catherine Pierce, Senior Managing Director, The Vertex Companies, LLC, Apex, NC 
Katie M. Pritchard, Esq., Foley Mansfield, Edwardsville, IL 

 
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM – Networking Cocktail Reception (Offsite Location) 
 

 

Perrin Women in Insurance & the Law Conference 
Thursday, October 8, 2026 (New York, NY) 
 
*Speaker and Agenda are subject to change. 
 
CONFERENCE LOCATION 
 
New York City Bar Association 
42 W 44th Street 
New York, NY 10036 

 
REGISTRATION  
 
General Registration Rates: $695 
 
In-house counsel and insurance claims professionals who assign work to outside 
counsel receive complimentary registration at Perrin Conferences.  
 
Contact Bethany Corio 610-220-1817 or Lynnsey Perrin 610-804-6165 with questions or 
to register at the complimentary rate. 
 
Register Online:  Women in Insurance & the Law Conference 
 
Register by Mail/E-mail: Complete the Mail-In Registration Form at the end of 
brochure. 
Email: Bethany Corio  bcorio@perrinconferences.com  

mailto:bcorio@perrinconferences.com
mailto:lperrin@perrinconferences.com
https://www.perrinconferences.com/conferences/womens26/
mailto:bcorio@perrinconferences.com


Mail to: Perrin Conferences, 214 Orchard Way, Wayne, PA  19087 
 
Each registration includes private website access to course materials and admission to 
all sessions and networking events including the cocktail reception.  
 
Group discounts available, please inquire. 
 
HOTEL ROOM BLOCK 
 
Perrin Conferences has a room block for conference attendees and speakers at the 
Hyatt Centric Times Square Hotel. The group rate is $459/night.  
 
Please use this link to make your reservation. 
 
135 West 45th Street New York, New York, 10036 United States 
 
 
CLE CREDIT INFORMATION  
 
Applications are being made to all CLE states as requested by attendees. Please send 
requests for state specific accreditation to CLE@perrinconferences.com. Perrin cannot 
guarantee accreditation in every state. Approval is determined by each jurisdiction’s 
governing body.  

 
CANCELLATION POLICY 
 
If you cannot attend the conference, please notify us prior to September 24, 2026 and 
we will refund your fee, less a $25 administrative fee, or provide a credit for a future 
conference. The credit needs to be used within one year from the conference date. 
 
Cancellations received on September 25, 2026 and after will not be refunded. You may 
enroll a substitute at any time before the conference starts. Cancellations received on 
September 25, 2026 and after may receive a credit for $200 less than the registration 
amount paid and can be used by their firm/company within one year from the 
conference date.  
 
 
FINANCIAL AID POLICY  
 
Perrin Conferences is dedicated to providing high-quality continuing legal education to 
attorneys interested in course offerings. Program registrants who are unable to afford 
registration fees due to financial hardship may apply for a complete registration waiver 
or reduction in fee. Factors to be considered include employment status and annual 
income.  Please send a written letter to Lynnsey Perrin addressing your financial 
situation for consideration. All requests must be submitted 14 days prior to the start of 
the program and are kept confidential. 

https://www.hyatt.com/events/en-US/group-booking/NYCTS/G-PER4
mailto:CLE@perrinconferences.com


THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS AND PARTNERS: 
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Perrin Conferences 

Women in Insurance & the Law Conference 

October 8, 2026 – New York, NY 

 

Registration Form 

 
 

Attendee Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Company/Firm Name _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

   ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

State ____________________________    Zip Code ________________________________________ 

 

Email Address _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

CIRCLE ONE:      Attorney      Non-Attorney      Insurance Professional  In-House Counsel  

 

Registration Fee: $695 

 

*All Insurance Professionals & In-House Counsel receive Complimentary attendance 

 

Name on Card ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Credit Card Number _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Expiration Date ___________________________         Code _________________________________ 

 

Please Mail Form to: Perrin Conferences, 214 Orchard Way, Wayne, PA  19087 

 

Email Form to: bcorio@perrinconferences.com or lperrin@perrinconferences.com 

 

Make Checks Payable to: Perrin Conferences, LLC 

 

mailto:bcorio@perrinconferences.com
mailto:bcorio@perrinconferences.com

