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Perrin Conferences- Cutting-Edge Issues in Asbestos Litigation Conference 
Beverly Wilshire Hotel, Beverly Hills, CA 
March 16-17, 2020 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Sunday, March 15, 2020 
 
5:30 PM – 6:30 PM – Opening Networking Cocktail Reception (located in Le Grand Trianon) 
Sponsored by: Cooney & Conway, Dentons US LLP, Segal, McCambridge, Singer & 
Mahoney, Ltd., and Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Monday, March 16, 2020 
 
8:00 AM – Registration & Continental Breakfast (located in Wintergarden) 
Sponsored by: Forman, Watkins & Krutz LLP and KCIC 
 
8:45 AM – Opening Remarks 
 
Sara M. Salger, Esq., The Gori Law Firm, Edwardsville, IL 
 
9:00 AM – Welcome from the Chairs 

 
John D. Cooney, Esq., Cooney & Conway, Chicago, IL 
Timothy L. Krippner, Esq., Segal McCambridge Singer & Mahoney, Ltd., Chicago, IL 
Lisa L. Oberg, Esq., Dentons US LLP, Oakland, CA 
Perry Weitz, Esq., Weitz & Luxenberg P.C., New York, NY   
 
9:30 AM – The Top Emerging Trends in Asbestos Litigation  
 

• Discussion of national filing trends and statistics 
• Recent verdicts, appellate decisions and bankruptcies which will shape upcoming trial 

dockets 
• An overview of the most significant developments in 2019  
• What factors will drive the industry in 2020? 

 
Perry J. Browder, Esq., Simmons Hanly Conroy, Alton, IL 
Nina Lynn Caroselli, Esq., Executive Vice President, Special Counsel, The RiverStone Group, 
Manchester, NH 
John D. Cooney, Esq., Cooney & Conway, Chicago, IL 
Michelle Potter, Vice President, KCIC, Washington, DC 
Thomas W. Tardy, III, Esq., Maron Marvel Bradley Anderson & Tardy LLC, Jackson, MS 
 
10:30 AM – Recent Bankruptcies and the Impact on Asbestos Litigation 
 

• A review of recent filings  
• Are emerging models equitable and how will they impact the asbestos litigation? 
• How will new bankruptcy filings and trusts impact claimants and tort defendants in 2020   

 
Lisa Nathanson Busch, Esq., Weitz & Luxenberg P.C., New York, NY   



Trey Watkins, Esq., Forman Watkins & Krutz LLP, Jackson, MS 
 
11:00 AM – Break (located in Wintergarden) 
Sponsored by: Maron Marvel Bradley Anderson & Tardy LLC 
 
11:15 AM – A Discussion of Current Litigation Practices and Strategies Involving Personal 
Jurisdiction: What’s Happening in the Field?  
 

• Update and impact of recent decisions 
• How the judiciaries in key jurisdictions are currently interpreting and entering rulings on PJ 

motions 
• Has Personal Jurisdiction caused a major shift in filing trends? 
• Are Plaintiffs refiling and other responsive strategies 
• Jurisdiction, Cost and Risk: The factors driving decisions to pursue Personal Jurisdiction 

motions and the issue of refiling 
 
Charles M. Ferguson, Esq., Weitz & Luxenberg P.C., New York, NY   
Honorable Manuel J. Mendez, Asbestos Coordinating Judge, Supreme Court of the State of New 
York, New York, NY 
Nicholas Vogelzang, Esq., Vogelzang Law, Chicago, IL 
Craig Ziolkowski, Senior Asbestos Claims Analyst, Resolute Management, Inc., Chicago, IL 
 
12:00 PM – Women’s Lunch (located in Le Grand Trianon) 
Sponsored by: Barr Mediation, Cetrulo LLP & Litchfield Cavo LLP 
 
Sarah Beth Jones, Esq., Gay Jones & Kuhn PLLC, Jackson, MS 
Sabrina Mizrachi, Esq., Chief Litigation Counsel, Colgate-Palmolive Company, New York, NY 
 
12:00 PM – Lunch (on your own) 
 
1:30 PM – Litigating Late Exposure Cases 
 

• How are changing demographics impacting trial strategies? 
o Post-OSHA exposure responsibility 
o The impact of abatement practices 

• The reallocation of focus and liability amongst employers, premises owners, contractors and 
product manufacturers 

• Evidence at trial: Admissibility considerations and practical concerns 
• Does the nature of late occurring exposures have an impact on value assessment? 

 
Thomas J. Burns, Esq., Foley & Mansfield, Chicago, IL 
Danny R. Kraft, Jr., Esq., Weitz & Luxenberg P.C., New York, NY   
Ryan Dickherber, Esq., SWMW Law, St. Louis, MO 
                        
2:15 PM – Trying the Talc Case 
 
John D. Cosmich, Esq., Cosmich, Simmons & Brown, PLLC, Jackson, MS 
James M. Kramer, Esq., Simmons Hanly Conroy, New York, NY 
Richard M. Moynihan, Esq., Senior Strategic Attorney, The RiverStone Group, Manchester, NH  
Jeffrey B. Simon, Esq., Simon Greenstone & Panatier, PC., Dallas, TX 
 
 



3:00 PM – Break 

3:15 PM – The In-House Perspective  

• Administrative Arrangements 
• Best Practices 
• Global Resolutions Outside the Tort System 
• Working with your Outside Counsel  

 
Moderator: Loree Shelko, Esq., Director of Litigation, Assistant General Counsel, Meritor, Inc., 
Detroit, MI 
Holly A. Harris, Esq., Senior Counsel, Chevron Products Company, San Ramon, CA 
Sabrina Mizrachi, Esq., Chief Litigation Counsel, Colgate-Palmolive Company, New York, NY 
Paul Slater, Esq., Senior Counsel, General Electric Company, Fairfield, CT 
 
4:00 PM – The Advancing Roles of Science and Medicine in Litigation 
  

• Where are we in diagnosing and treating asbestos-related disease: is a cure on the horizon? 
• The role of DNA in cancer causation 
• The challenges and impact of presenting DNA evidence in the court room 
• Identification of some key research in progress regarding genetic factors in disease causation 

 
Jennifer Alesio, Esq., Simmons Hanly Conroy, San Francisco, CA 
Arnold R. Brody, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, Department of Pathology, Tulane University Medical 
School, New Orleans, LA  
Lisa L. Oberg, Esq., Dentons US LLP, Oakland, CA 
Kurt L. Rasmussen, Esq., Rasmussen Dickey Moore LLC, Kansas City, MO 
Allyson M. Romani, Esq., Shrader & Associates, L.L.P., Houston, TX 
 
4:45 PM – Diversity in the Courtroom 
 

• The importance of commitment to diversity in the legal field 
• Recruiting, retention and turnover: Challenges of implementing diversity policies and the 

related financial impact 
• The role of diversity from the eyes of the jury in the courtroom 

 
Bobbie R. Bailey, Esq., Leader Berkon Colao & Silverstein, Los Angeles, CA 
Lindsey A. Cheek, Esq., The Cheek Law Firm, New Orleans, LA 
Christina A. Gonzales, Esq., Goldberg Segalla, Philadelphia, PA 
 
5:30 PM – 6:30 PM – Networking Cocktail Reception (located in Le Grand Trianon) 
Sponsored by: Foley & Mansfield, PolicyFind, US Claims and Leader Berkon Colao & 
Silverstein 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday, March 17, 2020 
 
8:15 AM – Continental Breakfast (located in Wintergarden) 
Sponsored by: Goldberg Segalla 
 
9:00 AM – Hot and Emerging Jurisdictions 
 

• The main factors impacting filing trends and resolution rates 
• Key verdicts and other developments impacting these important jurisdictions 
• An overview of appellate decisions guiding the litigation 
• Update on pending legislation and potential rule changes 

 
Kyle Bjornlund, Esq., Cetrulo LLP, Boston, MA 
Aaron Heckaman, Esq., Bailey Cowan Heckaman PLLC, Houston, TX 
Sara M. Salger, Esq., The Gori Law Firm, Edwardsville, IL 
Erin Voyik, Vice President, Director, Claims Legal Counsel, The RiverStone Group, Manchester, NH 
 
9:45 AM – The Friction Case: An update on the current status of theories and defenses 
 

• The state of the maintenance/mechanic case in commercial vehicle friction claims 
• The expansion of the friction claim: the role of friction in other industrial systems machinery 

o Are the products, science and causation the same? 
• The role of shade tree mechanic allegations 

o Are these claims viable and who is pursuing them 
 
Benno Ashrafi, Esq., Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C., Los Angeles, CA 
Jason J. Irvin, Esq., Gordon & Rees Scully Mansukhani, Dallas, TX 
 
10:30 AM – Talc: Evaluating the Key Legal and Strategic Issues 
 

• Litigation Update from State Courts to the MDL 
• The Evolution of Product Testing Methodologies and Associated Daubert Challenges: What’s 

Coming In, What’s Staying Out, and Where 
 
Ken Battis, Vice President, Property & Casualty Business Management, Swiss Re America 
Holding Corporation, St. Louis, MO 
Mark D. Bratt, Esq. Weitz & Luxenberg, Los Angeles, CA 
Lindsey A. Cheek, Esq., The Cheek Law Firm, New Orleans, LA 
Lindsay Weiss, Esq., MG+M The Law Firm, Los Angeles, CA 
 
11:00 AM –Social Inflation and Jury Verdicts 
 
Scott Masterson, Esq. Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP, Atlanta, GA 
Danny R. Kraft, Jr. Esq., Weitz & Luxenberg P.C., New York, NY   
 
11:30 AM – Making Your Case Out of the Gate: Agility and Civility during Motions in Limine 
and Jury Selection. 
 

• Motions in Limine 
• Jury Selection  



 
 
Kathy Byrne, Esq., Cooney & Conway, Chicago, IL 
Hon. Clare E. McWilliams, Circuit Court of Cook County, Chicago, IL 
Edward A. Smallwood, Esq., Litchfield Cavo LLP, Pittsburgh, PA 
 
12:30 PM – Conference Concludes 
 
 
*Speakers & Agenda are subject to change. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS & SPONSORS: 
 

 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
PERRIN CONFERENCES 

Cutting-Edge Issues in Asbestos Litigation Conference 
 
March 16-17, 2020 
Beverly Wilshire Hotel 
9500 Wilshire Blvd 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212 



 
Conference Details and Information: 

REGISTRATION  
 
Registration Cost: $1195. 
All in-house counsel and qualified insurance professionals receive complimentary registration at 
Perrin Conferences live programs.  
 
Contact Bethany Corio (bcorio@perrinconferences.com) or Lynnsey Perrin 
(lperrin@perrinconferences.com) to register at the complimentary rate. 
 
Register Online: 
https://www.perrinconferences.com/conferences/cutting-edge-issues-in-asbestos-litigation-
conference-2020/ 
 
Register by Mail:  
Complete the Mail-In Registration Form at the end of brochure. 
 
Mail to:  
Perrin Conferences 
214 Orchard Way 
Wayne, PA 19087 
 
Scan & Email Form to: bcorio@perrinconferences.com or lperrin@perrinconferences.com 
 
Register by Email or Phone 610-804-6165:  
Bethany Corio bcorio@perrinconferences.com 
Lynnsey Perrin lperrin@perrinconferences.com   
 
Each registration includes private website access to course materials and admission to all networking 
events including both cocktail receptions. Group discounts available, please inquire. 
 
CLE / CE ADJUSTER CREDIT INFORMATION  
 
Applications are being made to all CLE states as requested by attendees. CE credit is pending 
approval for TX, FL, OK, CA, NH, GA. Please contact Shannon Xarhoulakos 
(sxarhoulakos@perrinconferences.com) with questions regarding approved states for CLE Credit. 

*Perrin Conferences is expecting approval for up to 10.3-12.4 CLE credit hours. Perrin files for CLE 
approval for all requested states prior to the conference with materials provided, and therefore cannot 
guarantee accreditation by each jurisdiction's governing body. 
 
COUNSEL MEETINGS 
 
Perrin Conferences offers complimentary meeting space for counsel meetings being held in 
conjunction with our live conferences. Perrin will coordinate all aspects of the meeting, including 
securing the space at the conference hotel, food and beverage, audio visual, etc. Meetings can be 
held at the Beverly Wilshire any time on March 15-18, 2020. Please contact Lynnsey Perrin (610-804-
6165) if you would like additional information. All meetings are kept confidential. 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY 

https://www.perrinconferences.com/conferences/cutting-edge-issues-in-asbestos-litigation-conference-2020/
https://www.perrinconferences.com/conferences/cutting-edge-issues-in-asbestos-litigation-conference-2020/


 
If you cannot attend the conference, please notify us prior to March 2, 2020 and we will refund your 
fee. Cancellations received after this date and no-shows are subject to a $200 administrative fee. You 
may enroll a substitute at any time before the course starts. 
 
FINANCIAL AID POLICY  
 
Perrin Conferences is dedicated to providing high-quality continuing legal education to attorneys 
interested in course offerings. Program registrants who are unable to afford registration fees due to 
financial hardship may apply for a complete registration waiver or reduction in fee. Factors to be 
considered include employment status and annual income.  Please send a written letter to Lynnsey 
Perrin addressing your financial situation for consideration. All requests must be submitted 14 days 
prior to the start of the program and are kept confidential. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Perrin Conferences 
Cutting-Edge Issues in Asbestos Litigation Conference 

March 16-17, 2020  
The Beverly Wilshire, Beverly Hills, CA 

 
Mail-in Registration Form 

 

Name ________________________________________________________________________________ 

Company/Firm Name __________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 

   ______________________________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________________________________________________ 

State ___________________________________    Zip Code ___________________________________ 

Telephone _________________________________________ 

Email Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CIRCLE ONE:  Attorney Insurance Professional In-House Counsel Other_______ 

       

Registration Fee: $1195  

(*All Qualified Insurance Professionals & In-House Counsel receive Complimentary attendance) 

 

Credit Card Number ___________________________________________________________ 

Expiration Date ________________________________         Credit Card Code ______________ 

 

Please Mail Form to: Perrin Conferences, Attn: Lynnsey Perrin, 214 Orchard Way, Wayne, PA 19087 

Make Checks Payable to: Perrin Conferences, LLC 

Or Scan & Email Form to: bcorio@perrinconferences.com or  lperrin@perrinconferences.com 

mailto:bcorio@perrinconferences.com
mailto:lperrin@perrinconferences.com

