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Perrin Conferences 

Food & Beverage Litigation Conference 

Thursday, October 14, 2021 

The Westin Michigan Avenue Chicago (Chicago, IL) 

 
Perrin Conferences requires all conference attendees and speakers to be fully vaccinated. Proof of vaccination 
will be required at registration for this event. Masks are mandatory at all Perrin functions. For more information 
on the COVID-19 Safety Plan, please go to www.perrinconferences.com. 
 
The conference will be held in the Chicago Ballroom on the 16th floor. Please use the West Elevator Bank 
(located by main entrance of hotel) to access the Chicago Ballroom. 

 

 
7:30 AM – 8:30 AM CT: Registration  

 

8:30 AM – 8:45 AM CT: Welcome and Co-Chair Opening Remarks  

 
Craig J. Compoli, Jr., Esq., O'Toole Scrivo, Cedar Grove, NJ 
Stephen M. Mahieu, Esq., Chief Counsel, Litigation, The Kraft Heinz Company, Chicago, IL 
Gabriel S. Slominski, Esq., Vice President, Surplus & Specialty Lines, Crum & Forster, Chicago, IL 
 
 
8:45 AM – 9:45 AM CT: Trends in the F&B and Hospitality Industries: Where Are We Going 
Next? 
 

• The Long-Term Impact of COVID-19 Impact on the Food Industry 

• Overview of Executive Orders 
 
Teresa Dryden-Smith, Executive Specialist, Surplus & Specialty Lines, Crum & Forster, Chicago, IL 
Michael L. Martinez, Senior Vice President and Associate General Counsel, Dispute Resolution, 
Marriott International, Inc., Bethesda, MD  
R. Trent Taylor, Esq., McGuireWoods, Richmond, VA 
David Willis, Esq., MG+M The Law Firm, Boston, MA 
 
 
9:45 AM – 10:45 AM CT: Class Action Litigation Development  
 
Steven P. Blonder, Esq., Much Shelist, P.C., Chicago, IL 
Kelly Daley, Director, Burford Capital, Chicago, IL 
Jennifer Elmer, Deputy General Counsel - Americas, Barilla Group, Northbrook, IL 
Jack B. Prior, Esq., Hart McLaughlin & Eldridge, Chicago, IL 
 
 
10:45 AM – 11:00 AM CT: Break  
 

http://www.perrinconferences.com/
https://www.marriott.com/marriott/aboutmarriott.mi
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11:00 AM – 12:00 PM CT: Social Inflation and Dram Shop Update 
 

• Jury verdict trends before and after COVID 

• Effect of social inflation on dram shop liability 

• Strategies to avoid runaway verdicts 

• Dram Shop Law with the Proliferation of the Legalization of Marijuana and the Opioid Epidemic 

Moderator: Gabriel S. Slominski, Esq., Vice President, Surplus & Specialty Lines, Crum & Forster, 
Chicago, IL 
Craig J. Compoli, Jr., Esq., O'Toole Scrivo, Cedar Grove, NJ 
Jacob Felderman, Esq., Tyson & Mendes, Denver, CO 
Megan Slominski, Director, Commercial Claims, Crum & Forster, Chicago, IL 
 
 
12:00 PM – 1:15 PM CT: Lunch (on your own) 
 
 
1:15 PM – 2:00 PM CT: Regulatory Issues 

• Privacy & Data Strategy   
• Regulation on Ransomware Attacks  
• Trends that are Ahead of the Regulations  
• Current Enforcement by the FDA  
• Cocktails-To-Go: How COVID is Affecting Regulations   

Rick Duda, Vice President, Associate General Counsel-Operations, Ingredion Incorporated, 
Westchester, IL 
William D. O’Donaghue, Esq., Georges & Synowiecki, Chicago, IL 
Kimberly Pack, Associate General Counsel, Anheuser-Busch, St. Louis, MO 
 
 
2:00 PM – 3:00 PM CT: In-House Counsel Perspective 
 
Moderator: Stephen M. Mahieu, Esq., Chief Counsel, Litigation, The Kraft Heinz Company, 
Chicago, IL 
Matthew R. Dornauer, General Counsel, Phusion Projects, LLC, Chicago, IL 
Cherise Latortue, Associate General Counsel, Flynn Restaurant Group, San Francisco, CA 
Theresa Robbins Shea, Esq., Executive Vice President, General Counsel & Corporate Secretary, 
Utz Brands, Inc., Hanover, PA  
 
 
3:00 PM – 3:15 PM CT: Break 
 
 
3:15 PM – 4:15 PM CT: The Ethical Issues with the Changing Trends of CBD and Marijuana 
Related Products in the F&B Industry 
 

• Ethical challenges from growing to dispensing 
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• Are you in compliance with federal law but not state law? 

• Evolving toxicological concerns regarding CBD purity and use 

• The insurance and legal risks 

• Legalization 

• Emerging Issues of THC – Delta 8 and Delta 10 

• Cannabis screening at work 

Carla J. Kinslow, Ph.D., Director, Toxicology and Food Safety Practice, Rimkus Consulting Group, 
Inc., Portland, OR 
Gregory M. Meihn, Esq., Foley & Mansfield, Ferndale, MI 
Dean A. Rocco, Esq., Wilson Elser, Los Angeles, CA 
 
 
4:15 PM – 5:00 PM CT: Hot Topics in F&B and Hospitality 
 

• Tribal Courts & Law – navigating tribal sovereignty and jurisdictional issues in the food / 
beverage and hospitality industry 

• ADA claims against restaurants and hotels by mass filers and some strategies to avoid or 
defend them 

 
Tim M. Agajanian, Esq., Ropers Majeski PC, Los Angeles, CA 
D. Michelle Douglas, Esq., Kalbian Hagerty LLP, Washington, DC 
Gregory J. Duca, Esq., Managing Director, A.G. Risk Management, New York, NY 
Jana M. Simmons, Esq., Gordon & Rees, Detroit, MI 
 
 
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM CT: Networking Cocktail Reception 
 
 

 
 
 

PERRIN CONFERENCES  
Food & Beverage Litigation Conference 
 
The Westin Michigan Avenue Chicago 
909 North Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60611 
 
Thursday, October 14, 2021 
 

Conference Details and Information: 

 
REGISTRATION  
 
Registration Cost: $945 
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All in-house counsel and qualified insurance professionals receive complimentary registration at 
Perrin Conferences live programs.  
 
Contact Bethany Corio (bcorio@perrinconferences.com) 610-220-1817 or Lynnsey Perrin 
(lperrin@perrinconferences.com) 610-804-6165 to register at the complimentary rate. 
 
Register Online: 
Food & Beverage Litigation Conference | Perrin Conferences 
 

Register by Mail:  
Complete the Mail-In Registration Form at the end of brochure. 
 
Scan & Email Form to: bcorio@perrinconferences.com or lperrin@perrinconferences.com 
 
Mail to: Perrin Conferences, 214 Orchard Way, Wayne, PA 19087 
 
Register by Email or Phone:  
Bethany Corio 610-220-1817 bcorio@perrinconferences.com 
Lynnsey Perrin 610-804-6165 lperrin@perrinconferences.com  
 
Each registration includes private website access to course materials and admission to all networking 
events including both cocktail receptions. Group discounts available, please inquire. 
 
 
HOTEL ROOM BLOCK 
 
The Westin Michigan Avenue Chicago 
909 North Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60611 
 
Please call Marriott Reservations at 1 (800) 228-9290 and reference Perrin Conferences Room Block 
to make your reservation. The conference group rate is $219 per night. 
 
 
COVID-19 SAFETY PLAN 

Perrin Conferences requires all conference attendees and speakers to be fully vaccinated. Attendees 

must have received their second vaccination on or prior to September 29, 2021. Proof of vaccination 

will be required at registration for this event. The health and well-being of our attendees and speakers 

is our priority. In light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, we are following local, state and CDC 

guidance. We are monitoring the situation on a daily bases and updating this Safety Plan as needed. 

The current requirements are: 

• All conference attendees and speakers to be fully vaccinated 

• Attendees must have received their second vaccination at least two weeks prior to the first day 
of the conference 

• Proof of vaccination will be required at registration for this event 

https://www.perrinconferences.com/conferences/food-beverage-litigation-conference/
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• Masks are mandatory indoors at The Westin Michigan Avenue Chicago Hotel and at all Perrin 
functions including offsite receptions 

• All registrants are required to stay home if there are sick or have been exposed to someone 
who is sick with the last 14 days (including but not limited to cough, fever, chills, shortness of 
breath, nausea or vomiting). 

• Hand sanitation stations will be located in the conference space and throughout the hotel 

• Hotel staff will clean and disinfect frequently touched surfaces within the event space 

• If you become ill during the conference, please remain in your room and text Bethany Corio at 
610-220-1817 who will connect you with the hotel to follow their COVID-19 protocol 

 
 
CLE CREDIT INFORMATION  
 
Applications are being made to all CLE states as requested by attendees. Please contact Cassie 

Shankweiler (cshankweiler@perrinconferences.com) with questions regarding approved states for 

CLE Credit. 

*Perrin Conferences is expecting approval for up to 7.0 CLE credits. Perrin files for CLE approval for 
all requested states prior to the conference with materials provided, and therefore cannot guarantee 
accreditation by each jurisdiction's governing body. 
 
 
CANCELLATION POLICY 
 
If you cannot attend the conference, please notify us prior to September 30, 2021 and we will refund 
your fee. Cancellations received after this date and no-shows are subject to a $200 administrative 
fee. You may enroll a substitute at any time before the course starts. 
 
 
FINANCIAL AID POLICY  
 
Perrin Conferences is dedicated to providing high-quality continuing legal education to attorneys 
interested in course offerings. Program registrants who are unable to afford registration fees due to 
financial hardship may apply for a complete registration waiver or reduction in fee. Factors to be 
considered include employment status and annual income.  Please send a written letter to Lynnsey 
Perrin addressing your financial situation for consideration. All requests must be submitted 14 days 
prior to the start of the program and are kept confidential. 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS & PARTNERS 
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Perrin Conferences 

Food & Beverage Litigation Conference 

October 14, 2021 – Chicago, IL 

 

Mail-in Registration Form 

 
 

Attendee Name _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Company/Firm Name _______________________________________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

State ___________________________________    Zip Code ________________________________________ 

Email Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 

CIRCLE ONE:      Attorney      Non-Attorney   Insurance Professional  In-House Counsel  

 

Registration Fee: $945 

*All Insurance Professionals & In-House Counsel receive Complimentary attendance 

Name on Card ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Credit Card Number ______________________________________________________________________ 

Expiration Date ________________________________         Code _________________________________ 

 

Please Mail Form to: Perrin Conferences, 214 Orchard Way, Wayne, PA  19087 

Email Form to: borio@perrinconferences.com or lperrin@perrinconferences.com 

Make Checks Payable to: Perrin Conferences, LLC 

mailto:borio@perrinconferences.com
mailto:bcorio@perrinconferences.com

