
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERRIN CONFERENCES 
 

THE PRODUCT LIABILITY CONFERENCE 
 

February 26-27, 2015 
The James Royal Palm 

Miami, FL 
 

Conference Chairs: 
 

Edwin S. Gault, Jr., Esq., Forman Watkins Krutz & Tardy LLP, 
Jackson, MS 

 

Steven A. Hart, Esq., Segal McCambridge Singer & Mahoney, Ltd., 
Chicago, IL 

 

Theodore J. Leopold, Esq., Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC,  
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

 
 

www.perrinconferences.com 

As always, all in-house counsel and insurance company representatives receive  
complimentary attendance at Perrin Conferences live events. 

http://www.nemerofflaw.com/team/attorneys/rick-nemeroff


 

 

Thursday, February 26, 2015 

 

8:00 AM – Registration 

 

8:30 AM – Welcome & Opening Remarks 

 

Edwin S. Gault, Esq., Forman Watkins Krutz & Tardy LLP, Jackson, MS  

Steven A. Hart, Esq., Segal McCambridge Singer & Mahoney, Ltd., Chicago, IL  

Theodore J. Leopold, Esq., Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC, Palm Beach Gardens, FL  

 

8:45 AM – National Overview & Outlook on Product Liability Trends/Cases/Verdicts  

 

Steven A. Hart, Esq., Segal McCambridge Singer & Mahoney, Ltd., Chicago, IL  

Theodore J. Leopold, Esq., Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC, Palm Beach Gardens, FL  

Peter Kelso, Manager, Bates White Economic Consulting, Washington, DC 

Jan E. Simonsen, Esq., Carr Maloney, P.C., Washington, DC 

Gabriel S. Slominski, Director of Specialty Claims, First Mercury Insurance Company, Chicago, IL 

 

9:45 AM – What are Jury Consultants Focused on in Large Products Cases?  

 

Jack J. Delany, III, Esq., Delany McBride, Philadelphia, PA 

Jason J. Irvin, Esq., Hawkins Parnell Thackston & Young, LLP, Dallas, TX  

Michael F. Merlo, Managing Director, F T I Consulting, New York, NY 

Harvey A. Moore, Ph.D., Harvey Moore & Associates, Inc., Tampa, FL 

 

10:45 AM – Break (Sponsored by: CED Technologies Inc.) 

 

11:00 AM – Reptile Theory in Product Liability Cases  

 

Bill Kanasky, Ph.D., Vice President, Courtroom Sciences, Inc., Chicago, IL 

Theodore J. Leopold, Esq., Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC, Palm Beach Gardens, FL  

R. Scott Masterson, Esq., Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP, Atlanta, GA 

Eric V. Skelly, Esq., Manion Gaynor & Manning LLP, Boston, MA 

 

12:00 PM – Lunch 

 

1:00 PM – Update on Automotive Liability and the Latest Claims 

 

 Unintended acceleration  

 Airbags 

 Ignition switch  

 Tires 

 

Kevin R. Dean, Esq., Motley Rice LLC, Mt. Pleasant, SC 

Douglas E. Horelick, Esq., Thornton, Davis & Fein, P.A., Miami, FL 

Leslie M. Kroeger, Esq., Cohen Milstein Sellers & Toll PLLC, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 

Michele R. Sowers, Esq., Husch Blackwell LLP, St. Louis, MO 
 

 

 

   Program Agenda – The Product Liability Conference  



2:00 PM – The Judicial Perspective- Discussion of Recent Verdicts in Product Liability Cases  

 

Moderator: Stuart L. Cohen, Esq., Bennett Aiello & Cohen, Miami, FL 

Judge Spencer Eig, Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida, Miami, FL 

Judge Norma S. Lindsey, Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida, Miami, FL 

Judge Peter R. Lopez, Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida, Miami, FL 

Judge David M. Medina, Texas Supreme Court Justice (Ret.), The Medina Law Firm, Houston, TX  

Judge Bronwyn C. Miller, Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida, Miami, FL 

Judge Jeffrey E. Streitfeld, Seventeenth Judicial Circuit of Florida (Ret.), Fort Lauderdale, FL  

 

2:45 PM – Break 

 

3:00 PM – Insurance Recovery Consideration in Product Liability Context  

 

 Keeping insurers informed 

 New claims or new facts 

 Insurer guidelines 

 Settlement considerations 

 Attorney-client privilege 

 

James Dorion, Managing Director, Marsh Risk Consulting, Chicago, IL  

Brian T. Himmel, Esq., Reed Smith LLP, Pittsburgh, PA 

Michael H. Sampson, Esq., Reed Smith LLP, Pittsburgh, PA  

 

3:45 PM – In-House Counsel and Insurance Perspectives Roundtable 

 

Moderator: Edwin S. Gault, Esq., Forman Perry Watkins Krutz & Tardy LLP, Jackson, MS  

 

Brian DeSoto, Divisional Senior Vice President, Great American Insurance Group, Cincinnati, OH 

Tammy Fanning, Deputy General Counsel- Product Liability, Continental, Fort Mill, SC  

L. Michelle Gessner, Vice President Litigation & Compliance, Big Lots Stores, Columbus, OH 

Neil A. Huber, AIC Vice President, Chubb & Son, Warren, NJ 

Shaka Johnson, Legal Director, Law Department, Sony Electronics Inc., San Diego, CA  

Pamela Pettus, Director of Claims and Insurance Litigation, BFC Financial Corporation - Risk 

Management, Boca Raton, FL 

 

4:45 PM – Adjourn 

 

4:45 PM - 6:00 PM – Networking Cocktail Reception 

 

 

 

 

Friday, February 27, 2015 

 

9:00 AM – The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) Regulatory Panel 

 

Victor Diaz, Esq., VM Diaz & Partners, LLC, Miami Beach, FL  

Stephen McGonegal, Econometrica, Inc., Bethesda, MD  

Alicia Trinley, Assistant General Counsel, Litigation, Office Depot, Inc., Boca Raton, FL  

 



 

10:00 AM – Mediating Product Liability Cases   

 

John J. Kennealy, ARM, Director- Strategic Claim Oversight, CNA, Chicago, IL  

Rodney A. Max, Esq., Principal, Upchurch Watson White & Max, Miami, FL 

Pamela Pettus, Director of Claims and Insurance Litigation, BFC Financial Corporation - Risk 

Management, Boca Raton, FL 

Todd A. Romano, Esq., Romano Law Group, Lake Worth, FL  

 

11:00 AM – Break 

 

11:15 AM – Ethical Considerations in Product Liability Litigation 

 

Tammy Fanning, Deputy General Counsel- Product Liability, Continental, Fort Mill, SC  

Daniel S. Liebowitz, Esq., Cruser & Mitchell LLP, Orlando, FL  

Eric G. Reeves, Esq., Moran Reeves & Conn PC, Richmond, VA 

Fred Thompson, III, Esq., Motley Rice LLC, Mt. Pleasant, SC  

 

12:15 PM – Adjourn 

 

 

*Speaker and Agenda are subject to change. 

 

Conference details and additional information are located on the following page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Perrin Conferences – Product Liability Conference 
 

Date: 

Thursday, February 26- Friday, February 27, 2015 

 

Location: 

The James Royal Palm 

1545 Collins Avenue 

Miami Beach, FL 

 

Registration Cost: $995. 

*All in-house counsel and insurance company professionals receive complimentary registration at Perrin 

Conferences live programs. Contact Bethany Corio (bcorio@perrinconferences.com) to register at the 

complimentary rate. 

 

Register Online: 

https://www.perrinconferences.com/html/Upcoming_Events/product_liability.shtml 

 

Register by Email or Phone: 

Bethany Corio  610-220-1817  bcorio@perrinconferences.com 

Lynnsey Perrin 610-804-6165  lperrin@perrinconferences.com  

 

Scan & Email Form to:  

Bethany Corio, Director of Operations (bcorio@perrinconferences.com)  

 

Register by Mail: 

Complete the Mail-In Registration Form at the end of the brochure. 

 

Mail to: 

Perrin Conferences 

200 Coldstream Drive 

Berwyn, PA 19312 

 

Each registration includes private website access to course materials and admission to all networking 

events. Group discounts are available, please inquire. 

 

CLE Information: 

Applications are being made to all CLE states as requested by attendees. Please contact Kelsey Minerd 

(kminerd@perrinconferences.com) to inquire about approvals for additional states and with any other 

questions regarding CLE accreditation. 

 

California- Approved 9.5 including 1.0 ethics  

Florida- Approved 11.0 including 1.0 ethics 

Illinois- Approved 9.5 including 1.0 ethics  

Mississippi- Pending 9.5 including 1.0 ethics  

New Jersey- Approved 11.00 including 1.0 ethics  

New York- Approved 11.0 including 1.0 ethics 

Ohio- Pending 9.5 including 1.0 ethics 

   Conference Information and Details  

mailto:kminerd@perrinconferences.com


Pennsylvania- Approved 9.5 including 1.0 ethics  

West Virginia- Pending 11.0 including 1.0 ethics 

 

Cancellation Policy: 

If you cannot attend the conference, please notify us prior to January 14, 2015 and we will refund your 

registration fee. Cancellations received after this date and no-shows are subject to a $200 administrative 

fee. You may enroll a substitute at any time before the course starts. 

 

Hotel Room Block: 

The James Royal Palm 

1545 Collins Avenue 

Miami Beach, FL 33139  

 

To reserve a room at the group rate, please call the Reservations Department at 866-821-5700. Please 

reference Perrin Conferences to receive the group rate. We advise you to make reservations prior to 

January 26, 2015. The conference room rate is $319 per night.  

 

Financial Aid Policy: 

Perrin Conferences is dedicated to providing high-quality continuing legal education to attorneys 

interested in course offerings. Program registrants who are unable to afford registration fees due to 

financial hardship may apply for a complete registration waiver or reduction in fee. Factors to be 

considered include employment status and annual income.  Please send a written letter to Lynnsey Perrin 

addressing your financial situation for consideration. All requests must be submitted 14 days prior to the 

start of the program and are kept confidential. 

 

 
 

 



 

 

PERRIN CONFERENCES – PRODUCT LIABIILTY CONFERENCE 

 

February 26-27, 2015 – Miami, FL 

 

Mail-in Registration Form 

 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Company/Firm Name ____________________________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

 

   _________________________________________________________________ 

 

City ________________________________________________  State _________________  

 

Zip Code __________________________ 

 

Telephone ____________________________________   

 

Email Address ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Registration Fee: $995  (circle one) CHECK CREDIT CARD COMPLIMENTARY 

 

**All in-house counsel & insurance company professionals receive complimentary registration. 
 

 

Name on Card ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Credit Card Number ______________________________________________________ 

 

Credit Card Expiration Date ________________________ Credit Card Code _________________ 

 

Make Checks Payable to: Perrin Conferences, LLC 

 

Mail Form to: Perrin Conferences, 200 Coldstream Drive, Berwyn, PA 19312 

 

Email Form to: Lynnsey Perrin  

 lperrin@perrinconferences.com  
  

 or 
  

                           Bethany Corio 

                           bcorio@perrinconferences.com 
 

mailto:lperrin@perrinconferences.com
mailto:bcorio@perrinconferences.com

